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WWeellccoommee  ttoo  

 
  
 
 Welcome to the Winter 2020 edition of Vista Magazine, 
brought to you by the Parent and Teachers Association (PTA) 
of Wickham Common Primary School (WCPS).  

 
Did you know WCPS PTA is a registered charity? 
Registration number 1044371.  

 
This publication is produced and distributed by a team of 
volunteers and all profits go to the PTA; directly benefiting 
the pupils of Wickham Common Primary School.   
 
The Vista Team 2020  
 
Editorial: Shabana Watson  
Advertising: PTA Volunteers, Jade DeSouza, Julie Cleary, 
Jessica Willan, Annabel Sobers-Richards  
Invoicing: Tracey Stewart 
Distribution: Louise Higgins and Rachel Aviss 
  

  
We are looking for a new Vista Team 

If you are interested to join our fabulous team, please email 
vistawickhamcommon@gmail.com  
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P.19    Christmas Wordsearch 
P.21  How has Coronavirus affected School Life?  

Continued from page 18 
P.22  How has Coronavirus affected School Life?  

Continued from page 19 
 
 
Goodbye and thank you to the previous Vista Team, Shabana 
Watson, Nina Hunter-Torres and Elaine Fournier for their 
contribution for the last year.  
 
 

MMeeeett  tthhee  TTeeaacchheerr  ––  MMrr  
SSllaacckk 

How long have you taught at 
Wickham Common? 7 years. 

Who do you teach? Currently I’m 
a Year 2 teacher, but I have taught 
in 3 and 5 as well. 

What do you most like teaching? 
As I’m part of the English team, 
anything involving Reading and 
Writing, but I do find teaching 
Maths really enjoyable too. 

What makes Wickham Common 
special? I think the range of 
opportunities we offer our pupils 
outside of the everyday 
curriculum is outstanding. 

What has been your highlight in 
your teaching years? Probably 
when myself and Mr Walker 
decided to re-write Macbeth in 
Year 5. The children performed it 
to parents and they were 
absolutely phenomenal. 

What did you want to be as a 
child? A policeman or a wrestler. 

What was your first job? I was a 
retail jeweller for more years than 
I care to remember! 

What hobbies do you have? I do 
enjoy Reading, especially  

 

 

 

children’s 
books, but I’m pretty obsessed 
with Lego. 

What is your favourite type of 
music? I’ll listen to most things but 
I’m an indie rock fan at heart. 

What’s the most embarrassing 
thing you’ve ever done? I’m lucky 
that I don’t get embarrassed easily 
but probably something to do with 
singing or dancing at an 
inappropriate time. 

What is the best piece of advice 
you could give someone? Well 
The Rock says ‘Be humble. Be 
hungry’ and he seems to have 
done alright for himself. 

What skill would you most like to 
have? I’m an adequate guitar 
player, but I’d love to be able to 
play the piano. 

What are you most afraid of? 
Marking. 

Name one person you’d like to 
have dinner with? Probably Anne 
Boleyn to see what really 
happened between her and Henry 
VIII. 
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Karma Studios is a fully equipped 
Yoga and Pilates studio situated in 
the heart of West Wickham. We offer 
a wide range of Yoga and Pilates 
classes to suit students of any level. 
Classes include: Vinyasa Flow, Hatha, 
Iyengar, Gentle Flow, Pregnancy, and 

Pilates. One to One Yoga and Pilates sessions are also 
available. 

Every Friday evening, we offer speciality classes such as 
Restorative Yoga, Yin Yoga and Gong Meditation – these 
are the perfect end to a busy week!

We also offer a wide 
range of treatments 
and therapies.

Full timetable,  
class and treatment 
information can be 
found on our website

Karma Studios
Surrey Road, West Wickham

www.karmastudios .co.uk

 
What I did during lockdown 

I’ve been getting way better at badminton. I started with a little 
badminton racket and then I moved onto a long badminton racket. But 
I still play with the little racket. I’ve been learning how to play the 
piano with this game called Piano Maestro. First, I played a song called 
Rocking, then I moved onto a song called Love Story. I also learned 
how to play chess and learned the names of all the pieces and what 
their moves are.  Yasmin, Year 2 

We had to bake some cookies in the shape of animals for home 
learning. I really liked decorating the cookies. The best part was eating 
the cookies. We made lots of cakes during lockdown. Tiya, Year 1 

During Lockdown, I did three music exams. In April, I took my Grade 2 
trombone online; I got a merit. I had to record the pieces, scales, and 
aural tests with an examiner on Skype. In June, I did my Grade 2 piano; 
I jumped for joy when I heard I got a distinction. In July, I did my Grade 
3 trombone, achieving it after Zoom lessons for only one term. Edi, 
Year 5 

In Lockdown, I competed in loads of Beaver badges and got the Best 
Beaver award in the whole of my colony for working hard. My family 
and friends were very proud of me and I was too! Jacob, Year 4 
I was lucky to start horse riding during lockdown. The horse I rode was 
called Marvin. It was my first-time going horse riding. I also got to go 
up into a small, amazing village. Luckily, U was up in the Cotswolds 
which is where my nan lives. Alannah, Year 4 

In the summer holidays, I earned two Blue Peter badges. I sent in a 
picture of Lindsey and Henry to earn my Blue Badge and I earned my 
Music Badge too. Aoife, Year 4 

I went to Portugal and I went kayaking at sea. Our tour guide was 
called Mario. On the way back we landed at Cave Banagil. Kuba, Year 2 
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McColloch roofing offer a fully comprehensive 
roofing service from full recovers to repairs,  
flat roofs, guttering and UPVC facia and  
cladding work. Over 10 years roofing  
experience and fully insured.

McColloch Roofing Ltd

Where reputation matters

Proud member of

Tel: 020 8776 1693
Mobile: 07764 189667

Email: mccollochroofing@hotmail.com
www.mccollochroofing.co.uk

12
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Cake Me Away 
Facebook: Cakemeaway91 

Instagram: Cakemeaway_91 
 

Christmas Box Available for a Lovely Gift. 
Christmas Cakes, Santa Cookies, Cupcakes. 

Collection or Delivery Available 

Bespoke hand made Cakes, Cupcakes, 
Biscuits, Cake pops & More 

Contact: 07412986086 



14

4

Learning some of their favourite pop songs, we empower the children to 
feel like superstars and grow into confident young performers. Our choir is 
full of fun and energy, with opportunities to sing in concerts and at events.

Then join our Love2sing UK Youth Choir!

Age group: 7-15 years
We rehearse weekly during term time 

on Mondays 6-7pm in Keston Village Hall, BR2 6BF  
Price is £6 per session

The rehearsal space is Covid-19 secure and we 
are operating with an enhanced risk assessment 
in place to ensure the safety of all our members

For more information 
please contact choir leader   

Holly Clark on 07951 758046 
or love2singuk@gmail.com
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Bromley’s unique estate agent
Sales / Lettings / Property Management

Web: www.bromleypropertycompany.com

Stamp duty  
holiday deadline  
of 31st March 2021

Arrange your valuation today!
Let’s get started. If you’d like one of our expert  

local agents to value your property,  
call 020 8462 7155 or email info@bromleypropertycompany.com 

No hidden charges 
The price you pay 

covers professional 

photography, 

floorplans, and the cost 

of marketing your  

property.

Regular communication 
You’ll receive regular updates 

via WhattsApp, email, or over 

thephone from an experienced 

local agent who will provide 

sensible and timely advice 

base on the knowledge 

they’ve gained by living in the  

area.

Increased flexibility 
You contrpl the process. 

Choose whether you want to 

host your own viewings and 

whether to display a For Sale 

or To Let sign outside your  

property.

Local expertise 
We’ve built up a lifetime  

of experience that outclasses 

other online agents and 

exceeds the quality of 

service that you would find  

on the high street. We are 

Bromley property experts 

who have lived here all  

our lives.

No upfront costs 
Our fees are only due 

after exchange of 

contracts and are paid 

upon cpompletion.
Better 

than an online 
agent

Sales Fees 
starting at  
just 0.5%  
plus vat
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Bought a house via Stuart at 

the Bromley Property Company. 

Despite the whole UK lockdown 

issues the whole experiencce was 

fantastic. I was kept updated 

and everything was seamless. 

Definatey recommend.

Sarah Martin

Have recently completed the 

sale of my late mother’s property 

through BPC, cannot praise Lewis 

and the team highly enough. 

Honest, efficient and sensitive from 

start to finish.

Paul Cummings

We moved 2 weeks ago with the 

help of Stuart and we have to say 

we are very happy with all the 

process. They’ve been always 

very approachable and helpful, I 

definitely recommend them, unlike 

other agents they didn’t rush or put 

pressure on us, real professionals.

Alejandro Tabares

Low overheads 
We keep our overheads 

low and our prices 

competitive. You’ll  

receive an excellent 

service for an 

unbeatable price.

No target-driven culture 
Our agents aren’t forced to 

meet internal quotas, 

ernsuring that you won’t 

ever be strong-armed into 

settling for a price that you 

aren’t happy with.

Excellent availability 
We’re available outside 

of 

regular opening hours, 

ensuring that we can get 

things done at a time that 

suits you.

Better than a  
high street 

agent

Stamp duty holiday deadline of  
31st March 2021

Sales Fees 
starting at  
just 0.5%  
plus vat
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HHooww  hhaass  CCoorroonnaavviirruuss  aaffffeecctteedd  SScchhooooll  LLiiffee?? 
  
How Wickham Common Primary School made sure their pupils did 
not become part of a ‘lost generation’ 

Written by Deborah Allis Head Teacher  
 
Back in February 2020 all eyes were on Italy. This strange flu-like 
disease from the Far East had reached a European country and seemed 
to be wreaking havoc, small towns were hit by outbreaks, carnivals and 
football matches were cancelled. On March 4th Italy closed their 
schools and as the month progressed they shut down businesses, bars, 
restaurants, shops and all industry ground to a halt.  
 
After two hundred years of formal education being available in British 
schools, even during both World Wars schools remained open, the 
unthinkable looked set to happen. It was like watching a Sci-fi movie 
unfold and the other European countries began to take their own 
reluctant steps.  
 
At Wickham Common, we prepared ourselves. We made sure that 
every child was fully conversant with their on-line learning, they knew 
all their log-ins and they knew how to access the wide variety of 
websites and portals that the school pays for to ensure that should we 
have to close the school the children would be ready. Teachers 
prepared lessons and made films, they demonstrated to the children 
how they could use these resources to continue their learning at 
home. On Wednesday 18th March the teachers of Wickham Common 
participated in a staff meeting in which the plans were set down, we 
knew Lockdown was inevitable and what our educational offer would 
look like for our pupils. Later that evening Boris Johnson declared that 
all schools would close to most pupils with effect from that Friday 20th 
March. We knew we were ready!  

Continued on page 19 

HHooww  hhaass  CCoorroonnaavviirruuss  aaffffeecctteedd  SScchhooooll  LLiiffee - continued from P.18 

For the next 35 school days a small group of children and staff came 
into school each day, supporting learning, contacting our pupils and 
making phone calls. Everyone else continued to work from home, 
creating lessons, making videos, reading stories, demonstrating 
Phonics, Maths, Design & Technology projects, writing stories, Music 
and PE lessons were even filmed and shared with all our families. 
Wickham Common continued to offer a rich and diverse curriculum – 
over 100 videos were made by staff during those weeks – it was 
amazing!  
 
As we neared the end of May we knew the government was gearing up 
for a partial return to school for some pupils, provided schools could 
keep them safe and sufficiently socially distanced. We cleaned, we 
moved furniture, we bought resources and sanitising materials, we 
created rotas, we worked everything out, we trained staff and on the 
2nd June we invited our Year 1 pupils back into school for three days so 
we could make sure we were doing everything safely. It was a great 
success, our wide corridors, spacious classrooms and huge outdoor 
spaces meant we could easily accommodate more children even in the 
‘bubbles’ of only 15 children.  
 
On the 8th June we invited back our youngest and our eldest children. It 
was a huge success with 95% attendance from the eligible year groups. 
Parents, children and school staff were so glad to get back to some 
kind of ‘new normality’. The sun shone and we basked in its rays.   
 
After 4 more weeks had passed, we decided that our wonderful Year 6 
pupils were ready to fly our nest, we hadn’t been able to do so many of 
the fabulous activities that we usually do with them before they leave 
us but we still had a lot of fun and sent them on the next leg of their 
journey in style! 

Continued on page 21 
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When Wil l  you  do  yours?
Wedding | Retirement | Family Dispute | Estate 
Planning | New Baby | Birthday | New Partner | 
Major Illness | House Move | Job Change |

Pishon Gold Solicitors
t. 020 8468 1032 
www.pishongold.co.uk   

Making a Will is usually 
triggered by one of 
these life events. We 
offer home visits and a 
flexible approach to our 
professional services. 

Contact us for our Will 
Questionnaire or book 
an appointment.

PG_Advert_001_General_v2.indd   1 23/01/2013   08:38

HHooww  hhaass  CCoorroonnaavviirruuss  aaffffeecctteedd  SScchhooooll  LLiiffee - continued from P.19 

This meant that at Wickham Common we were then able to invite back 
into school years 2, 3, 4, 5 for two days each. In those two days the 
children spent a day with their existing teacher and a day with their 
new teacher for September. It wasn’t much but it was extremely well 
received and everybody was so happy to see each other even though 
they were in their small bubbles. By the time we got to the end of term 
every single child who was a pupil at Wickham Common had been able 
to come back to school. Emotionally, mentally and physically this was a 
brilliant achievement and we felt rightly proud! 
 
Finally, on the 1st September, schools were allowed to open their doors 
to all pupils again. A return to normal in some ways but not in others, a 
new normal had to be established. Lots and lots of hand washing, fresh 
air, exercise, outdoor learning, surface cleaning, social distancing, 
staggered start times, break times, lunch times, home times. It is 
different but it is also the same. There is a real sense of hope in school 
with a focus on happiness and wellbeing, renewing friendships, 
establishing routines and new beginnings. The resilience of children is 
forever a joy to behold, term has started well, teachers are fully aware 
of the gaps children have in their learning and they will fill those gaps 
with a rich, diverse and exciting curriculum of activities.  
 
At Wickham Common there will be no ‘lost generation’ but rather a 
school full of the “Successful Learners, Confident Individuals and 
Responsible Citizens” our school values sets out for us all to be. 
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every single child who was a pupil at Wickham Common had been able 
to come back to school. Emotionally, mentally and physically this was a 
brilliant achievement and we felt rightly proud! 
 
Finally, on the 1st September, schools were allowed to open their doors 
to all pupils again. A return to normal in some ways but not in others, a 
new normal had to be established. Lots and lots of hand washing, fresh 
air, exercise, outdoor learning, surface cleaning, social distancing, 
staggered start times, break times, lunch times, home times. It is 
different but it is also the same. There is a real sense of hope in school 
with a focus on happiness and wellbeing, renewing friendships, 
establishing routines and new beginnings. The resilience of children is 
forever a joy to behold, term has started well, teachers are fully aware 
of the gaps children have in their learning and they will fill those gaps 
with a rich, diverse and exciting curriculum of activities.  
 
At Wickham Common there will be no ‘lost generation’ but rather a 
school full of the “Successful Learners, Confident Individuals and 
Responsible Citizens” our school values sets out for us all to be. 
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CChhrriissttmmaass  WWoorrddsseeaarrcchh  
 
Find the hidden words and email a picture of your 
completed wordsearch by Friday 18th December 
to vistawickhamcommon@gmail.com to win a 
handmade Christmas Angel and Father Christmas.  
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Boiler service, repairs & installation
Central heating system updates
Central heating power flushing
Unvented  hot water cylinders

Mains  water accumulator installs
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates

Maintenance, repairs & alterations
Cylinder & immersion heaters

Cold water storage tanks
Leaking taps & valves
Full heating installation

Free estimates    No job too small
Call Steve on 

07710 306 370 / 020 8462 1732
 

 

Free estimates    No job too small
Call Steve on 

07710 306 370 / 020 8462 1732
 

 

 

 
All aspects of electrical work 
carried out 
 

 Part P Approved Contractor 
 Full or Part Rewires 
 Inspecting and Testing 
 Fuse Board, Sockets, Lights 
Installed 
 Fault Finding 
 Lighting Design 

 
Tel      020 8462 6642 
Mob    07985152346 
email  mslelectrics@yahoo.co.uk 
 

My name is Heather Wills & I have 
a passion for dogs & their well 
being. 

I am DBS checked & fully insured 
so you can put your trust in me. I 
live in West Wickham & will also 
cover Beckenham, Bromley & 
surrounding areas. 

I get to know you, you get to know me, 

our first walk together is FREE! 

Call, text or email me today! 

I’ll Take the Lead 

07415 174484 

illtakethelead@outlook.com 

instagram@illtakethelead

              

            Dog Walker 
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PAINTING	&	DECORATING	
	

Exterior
Experienced

	

Reliable

	

Clean

	

Fully Guaranteed
Insured

References

	

available

	
	

Free	no	obligation	quote	and	advice	given	

	
JOHN 	at 	JAMES	&	LAMONT	

	
Office	020	8462	4646	 	 	 	 Mobile	07802	535695	

jamlam.john@btinternet.com	

Interior

Work  & 
life balance

Boost your 
confidence

Start your 
own 

business

Find 
flexible 

part-time 
jobs

Expert 
careers 
advice

1 to 1 
coaching

Work  & 
life balance

Boost your 
confidence 

Find 
flexible 

part-time 
work 

1 to 1 
coaching 

Expert 
careers 
advice 

Start your 
own 

business 

Are you looking for part-time work, 
returning to work after a break or 

would like to start your own business? 
Find out more: 

www.successfulmums.co.uk 
hello@successfulmums.co.uk 

020 8629 8771 
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CONTEMPORARY INDIAN DINING
Opening hours

Monday - Sunday 5.00 pm - 11.00 pm  •  Sunday Buffet midday - 6.00 pm

10% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION

iNaga Restaurant, 84 Croydon Road, West Wickham
020 8462 6211
020 8462 5808

NAGA NIGHTS
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
£12.95, 5-course meal includes 
poppadom, starter, main course, side 
dish, rice or naan (all seafood dishes 
£3.00 extra).

INAGA SPECIAL (takeaway only)
Monday and Tuesday £11.95,  
4-course meal includes starter, main 
course, side dish, rice or naan (prawn 
dishes £1.00 extra, fish and king 
prawn dishes £3.00 extra).

Not in conjunction with any other offers or discounts.

Function room  •  Wi-Fi  •  Large car park at rear

CONTEMPORARY INDIAN DINING
Opening hours

Monday - Sunday 5.00 pm - 11.00 pm  •  Sunday Buffet midday - 6.00 pm

10% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION

iNaga Restaurant, 84 Croydon Road, West Wickham
020 8462 6211
020 8462 5808

NAGA NIGHTS
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
£12.95, 5-course meal includes 
poppadom, starter, main course, side 
dish, rice or naan (all seafood dishes 
£3.00 extra).

INAGA SPECIAL (takeaway only)
Monday and Tuesday £11.95,  
4-course meal includes starter, main 
course, side dish, rice or naan (prawn 
dishes £1.00 extra, fish and king 
prawn dishes £3.00 extra).

Not in conjunction with any other offers or discounts.

Function room  •  Wi-Fi  •  Large car park at rear

SIMPLY HEALTH CLINIC 
www.simplyhealthclinic.co.uk  

 
SUPPORTING GENERAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING - NATURAL SOLUTIONS  

 
Are you having difficulties getting through your day? 

Low energy levels 
Lack of sleep 

Regular sugar cravings  
Your diet isn't great and you have gained weight 

Irregular menstrual cycles 
Peri-menopausal or Menopausal symptoms 

Or other health issues. 
 

Are you just feeling not feeling great, overwhelmed and out of balance? 
Simply Health Clinic can help you to get back into balance and functioning at your optimum 

levels by evaluating and addressing your nutritional, physical and emotional health all through 
the use of Natural Solutions. 

 
Contact Paula at Simply Health Clinic for a free 15 minute consultation on: 

07540 418863 or email: Paula@simplyhealthclinic.co.uk 
 

Clinics are based in West Wickham and Bromley (Blood testing service offered).  
Online Consultations are also available. 

 
 

 



How you can help: Connect with us:
• Marshalling at the annual Fireworks display

• Manning a stall at local fairs and events

• Bake sale - wow us with your famous recipe!

• Help with Father Christmas street collection

• Raising funds for disaster relief

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Use your skills and experience to help your local community

Rotary Club of West Wickham are looking for Volunteers to help with a range of projects 
that benefit your community.  Even just lending a hand for a couple of hours a month can 
really make a difference.

We don’t need any fixed commitment from you - just help when you can.

There’s a social side to things too - gone are the days when Rotary was 
primarily made up of men in suits! These days we have an even gender split 
and people of all ages and walks of life make up our ranks.

Instagram: @westwickhamrotary

Facebook: @RCWestWickham

Twitter: @RCWestWickham

Email: WestWickhamRotary@btinternet.com

Phone:  07582 034 734 

Club of West Wickham

Tai Chi & Qigong 

Karma Studio, West Wickham & St Marks Church Hall, Bromley – Mondays 
Victory Social Club, Hayes – Wednesdays 
Old Church Schools Hall, Hayes – Tuesdays and Thursdays 
For details contact Sylvia Jarvis 
07729 952918 
sylviajarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
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FABClinic

Bookings: 07577 095 880
• Hayes - West Wickham - Bromley - Beckenham •

Full face lift including neck and décolletage £249

HIFU Price List

HIFU facial treatment before and after

HIFU is the most powerful non-surgical and non-invasive treatment available 
to help tighten, lift, contour and rejuvenate the skin. Clinically proven with 

results lasting for 12-18 months, HIFU treatments leave your skin with 
a long-lasting radiant glow.

Have you tried HIFU?

15%
DISCOUNT
THIS ADVERT

MENTION

Rejuvenation
F.A.B
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Flower & Candle Workshops 
Funeral & Wedding Flowers

 27 Station Approach, Hayes, Bromley,  BR2 7EQ  | Tel. 0203 198 0358
www.bloomsandcandy.co.uk

 Bouquets & Flower Arrangements
Same Day Delivery 

 

Gifts, Candles, Plants
Hampers & Hatboxes

 
 

Contact your local Instructor  
for a free assessment.

Hayes, Kent Study Centre 
Liz Urie 020 8432 0934

kumon.co.uk

Kumon’s maths and English 
study programmes work to 
improve your child’s skills, 
develop their confidence and 
inspire a passion for learning.

Improve 
your child’s 
study skills

Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre.

43 Croydon Road, West 
Wickham, BR4 9HZ
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Winter Recipe  
   

Whip up a hearty bowl of soup in next to no time, 
perfect for a quick lunch or warming supper. 

 
15 minute receipe! 

Happy cooking chefs! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR 
code for the 
Recipe. 

 
Flower & Candle Workshops 
Funeral & Wedding Flowers

 27 Station Approach, Hayes, Bromley,  BR2 7EQ  | Tel. 0203 198 0358
www.bloomsandcandy.co.uk

 Bouquets & Flower Arrangements
Same Day Delivery 

 

Gifts, Candles, Plants
Hampers & Hatboxes

 
 

 
  
   

  
  
  
  
  

lahulm@hotmail.com  
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Looking for Double 
Glazing....

Look no further...

UPVC or Aluminium Windows • Doors
Porches • Conservatories

Composite Doors • Bifold Doors • Patio Doors

Replacement Double Glazed Units & Hinges
Glass Cut to Size

Framed Mirrors • Picture Framing

We are a friendly, family run company who offer a 
stress free approach to double glazing your home

FREE QUOTATIONS - NO HIGH PRESSURE SALES

46 Glebe Way • West Wickham • Kent • BR4 0RL
Tel: 020 8777 1767/6330

Email: john@wjrichardsonglazing.co.uk
www.wjrichardsonglazing.co.uk

WJ Richardson A5 Advert_Layout 1  03/03/2017  15:18  Page 1
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