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Guidelines for listening to children read 

 
They are written from a child’s perspective, about what “works” for them as novice readers. 
 
I like reading to you when: 

• we talk about the book, its title and illustrations, so I can find out what it's about.  

• you ask me to predict what the book is about and give a reason why. It only takes a couple of 

minutes and it helps me focus my thoughts.  

• you stay as quiet as you can and only help me when I am really stuck. 

• you tell me when I'm doing a good job.  

 
You can really help me when: 

• you think of something that will help me work it out, like this: "You just read `the fireman pulled the 

house off the truck and aimed it at the fire.' Does that make sense? What do you think it could be 

that would make sense?" 

• you let me continue to read if my mistake makes sense (e.g. if I say "This is my home" when the 

words in the book are "This is my house") because I'm still reading for meaning.  

• you learn how to help me when I do get stuck by using my phonics knowledge. 

• I come across some tricky words like `ferocious' and `gnawed', and you tell me what they mean. 

 
If I have trouble you can : 

• wait about 10 seconds before you interrupt. I might be thinking about it already! 

• tell me to get my mouth ready for the word I don't know e.g. "The boy fell into the w- - - - ." help 

me to think of a word that would make sense e.g. "What could the boy fall into?" remind me to 

look at the picture for a clue e.g. "Look where the boy fell in the picture."  

• give me a clue for the meaning of the word.  

• read the first part of the sentence back to me e.g. "The boy fell in the ....."  

• encourage me to read the first part of the sentence again. 

• say "That's right" or "Good try" and then let me continue reading so I don't lose the plot.  

 

When we have finished you can :  
• praise my efforts and my self-corrections such as, "I liked it when you went back and changed `river' 

to `water'. That was clever."  

• praise my efforts for trying to make my reading interesting for you, such as "I liked the way you 

used a squeaky voice for the mouse."  

• talk with me about the pictures in the book to help me see their connection to the story and details 

I might have missed. 

• talk with me about what might have happened next ...  

• ask me questions about the characters and the plot of the book such as "How did you feel when the 

giant was angry? Can you find that part in the book? Did you think he deserved to get stung by the 

bees? Why?" This helps me really understand the story and the relationships between the 

characters and what happened to them.  

• talk with me about the language in the book and new words I have learned or not understood. 

• discuss with me the features of a non-fiction text.  


